Differential and better response to deep brain stimulation of chorea compared to dystonia in Huntington's disease.
Huntington's disease (HD) is an autosomal dominant and progressive neurodegenerative syndrome characterized by motor, cognitive and psychiatric manifestations. Chorea and dystonia are features that may be troublesome to some patients and may potentially prove unresponsive to pharmacological treatments. There are several reports on the results of globus pallidus internus deep brain stimulation (DBS) surgery for HD. In these published cases, DBS was utilized mainly to treat disabling chorea. We report our experience with 2 HD cases treated with DBS. The cases illustrate a differential response with a better outcome in the choreic presentation compared to the dystonic presentation. Additionally, DBS worsened gait features in both cases.